
ROTARY AND FORT EDMONTON PARK
In 1966, the Downtown Rotary Club began work with City Council 
who subsequently set aside 160 acres of land in the river valley. 
This would become Fort Edmonton Park. Over the years that 
followed, a replica of the Fort Edmonton Fort was created from the 
original plans and the Park opened in 1974. It was the hard work 
of Rotarians that created the dream and invested their hard work 
and money to get this project off the ground.

In the following years, various Rotary Clubs participated in 
assisting the Park with many projects. The Fort Edmonton 
Foundation was formed in 1969 to provide ongoing funding for 
further development of the park.

THE PLAN MOVING FORWARD 
A separate Fort Edmonton Management Company was formed 
in 2009 to manage the daily operations of the Park. A Board of 
Directors, appointed by City Council, provides governance and 
leadership to the management team. 

The original Master Plan for the Park was created in 1967 and 
updated in 2010, after the appointment of the new Management 
Company. It is this new plan that sets the direction for the next 
several years allowing the Park to add more exciting attractions.

The Fort Edmonton Capital Expansion Plan was created to raise 
awareness and the $168.2 Million needed to develop the top four 
initiatives in this Master Plan. These four projects are:

•	 The Indigenous Peoples’ Experience
•	 The Expansion of the 1920s Midway
•	 The Expansion of the Hotel Selkirk
•	 A New Guest Services area reclaiming the Train Station

There are four major funding partners:
•	 The City of Edmonton
•	 The Province of Alberta
•	 The Government of Canada
•	 The Fort Edmonton Foundation

To date, we have all of the Government funding committed, leaving 
just $11 Million to be raised by the Foundation.

THE PEOPLE 
Jeff Polovick was one member of the Board of Directors appointed 
in 2010. As he became more familiar with the operation of the 
Park, he was surprised to learn it was Rotary who spearheaded the 
idea and construction of Fort Edmonton Park. 

Having been a Rotarian since 1986, he was surprised this was 
the first he became aware of the Rotary history with the Park. He 
approached the Downtown Rotary Club and asked if they were 
interested in becoming re-engaged in Fort Edmonton Park. 

Jim Greenough and Jeff formed a committee of Rotarians from 
various clubs in the Edmonton region and have committed to help 
raise funds for the Park focusing on three objectives: it had to 
make a significant contribution, it had to be visual and it had to 
create a legacy for Rotary. 

They undertook a goal to raise $2 Million for the expansion of  
the Hotel Selkirk on 1920 Street. The building would join the 
Capitol Theatre with the Hotel Selkirk by adding a façade of 
two well-known buildings that were present during that era. The 
buildings will be known as the Albion and Windsor Blocks.  
This expansion will add 22 guest rooms to the Hotel, and will  
also include an upscale ballroom to accommodate banquets  
for up to 250 people.

ROTARY LEGACY FUNDRAISING DINNER
An annual fundraising event is being planned over the next three 
years to raise the balance of the funds. The first event “Jeans 
and Jewels” is scheduled for June 15, 2017 at Fort Edmonton 
Park. Danny Hooper has agreed to Emcee and to provide his 
highly entertaining auction services. Various high-end items and 
adventures will be available to the highest bidders.

Besides being an evening of fun and entertainment, it will also 
provide a venue to raise awareness of the changes  
planned for “Fort Edmonton”, which has for many years been 
referred to as one of Edmonton’s secret “Jewels”.
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